Dear Fellow School Psychologists:
 
 
As you probably already know, legislation regarding alternative teacher licensure, freezing school employees' salaries, eliminating mandates like staff development and maintenance of effort, and doing away with the January 15th deadline for contract settlements is moving thru the legislature.
 
Where it all ends up will probably depend on Governor Dayton and his actions. The Minnesota Business Partnership and the Bush Foundation have been presenting their plans for education and how to improve it at the legislature.  Much of the talk is how to close the achievement gap. Their ideas center on effective teachers, school leadership, data based decision
making (testing) and high expectations for all students. Never are student support services in general not school psychological services mentioned.  Ir is like such people do not exist in the educational system. To me it is very concerning and it probably should be to you also. You might want to
try to obtain and look over a publication from the MN Business Partnership called Minnesota's Future and the Bush Foundation's Increasing Educational Achievement.
 
MSPA has its Day on the Hill this year on March 16th.  It is important that there be a good turnout.  We are partnering with the school social workers.  If you can't attend, you should be interacting with your legislators.  They need to know who you are and what you do.  This is
more true than ever this session since there are so many new members of the legislature. You also need to keep in touch with the Governor's office about your ideas and experiences and concerns.
 
 
Today a group called the Foundation for Educational Excellence is presenting to the MN Senate and House Education Committees.  Their presentation is entitled "The Florida Story".  I and Marilyn Leifgren will be in attendance.  It should be interesting.
 
 
 
                                                                                Ralph D. Maves
                                                                                MSPA Lobbyist
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