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Thursday, February 2, 2012

Keynote
Hardwired to Learn:  Creating Resilient Schools that Nurture and Grow Developing Minds
Sam Goldstein

In this presentation, Dr. Goldstein will help participants develop an appreciation of a new way to understand the role of resilience and intellectual processes in student achievement and performance. Current brain research will be discussed as well as the provision of a model to help participants under the differences between ability, knowledge, self-regulation and motivation. Dr. Goldstein will discuss the role genes play in student stress management, learning and behavior. Finally, he will assist participants in developing new strategies to enhance resilience, learning and performance. The presentation will close with a discussion of ideas and strategies to create classrooms that will nurture and grow developing minds.
Biography: Sam Goldstein, Ph.D., is an Assistant Clinical Instructor at the University of Utah School of Medicine and on staff at the University Neuropsychiatric Institute. He is Clinical Director of the Neurology Learning and Behavior Center where he conducts evaluations and consultations as well as providing treatment services to approximately 300 individuals each year.  Dr. Goldstein has authored thirty-five texts as well as over forty book chapters and peer reviewed research articles.  He currently serves as Editor in Chief of the Journal of Attention Disorders and sits on the editorial boards of six peer reviewed journals. He is co-editor of the Encyclopedia of Child Development. Recent books include the Handbook of Neurodevelopmental and Genetic Disorders in Children and Adults, Handbook of Resilience in Children, Assessment of Intelligence and Achievement, Assessment of Autism Spectrum Disorders, Assessment of Impairment and Managing Children’s Classroom Behavior: Creating Sustainable Resilient Classrooms. He is the co-author of the Autism Spectrum Rating Scales, Comprehensive Executive Functioning Inventory, Rating Scales of Impairment and the Cognitive Assessment System Second Edition. Currently he has three books and two neuropsychological tests in development. He lectured to thousands of professionals and the lay public in the U.S., South America and Europe.

Breakout Sessions
The Changing Face of Autism: New Data, New Ideas and the ASRS
Sam Goldstein

In this presentation Dr. Goldstein, co-author of the Autism Spectrum Rating Scales (ASRS), will provide an overview of historical and current definitions of Autism Spectrum Disorders, discuss the core social learning problems that comprise these conditions, review symptom presentation at different ages as well as the current diagnostic protocol. The presentation will include a discussion of data from the largest epidemiological/standardization sample completed thus far comparing children with Autism Spectrum Disorders to those with other developmental problems and to a large normative sample. These data as well as data from other research sources demonstrate a changing pattern of core symptoms in Autism Spectrum Disorders. Current information will be provided concerning the most widely used and well developed instruments to diagnose Autism and Asperger’s Disorders and to complete a thorough assessment of typically occurring comorbid problems.  Emphasis will be placed on the ASRS, the first nationally standardized, norm-referenced instrument designed to identify symptoms, behaviors, and associated features of Autism Spectrum Disorders in individuals age 2 through 18. The presentation will conclude with a brief review of current treatment modalities and future challenges. 
Objectives:
1. Participants will understand the basic history of autism in childhood. 
2. Participants will understand the two basic theories about the core deficits of autism. 
3. Participants will develop an understanding of the most current research data, demonstrating the basic differences between children with autism and those with other developmental problems or normal presentation.  
4. Participants will understand the most current research based treatments for autism. 


Socially Savvy and Emotionally Equipped:  Strategies to Support Social Skill Needs
Jill Kuzma

Educators supporting students with social skills are recently learning more about designing interventions from a social cognitive standpoint.  Such strategies may supplement the traditional behavioral social interventions such as conversation scripting, guided modeling/practice, and role play activities.  This shift has been explored most prominently in the autism spectrum arena.   However, it can be time consuming to locate user-friendly materials and lesson ideas, let alone navigate the variety of products vendors offer with dwindling instructional budgets.  This workshop highlights teaching strategies and resources that are free or inexpensive that can be easily incorporated into social skill groups.  Many strategies support literacy-related skills, build personal problem solving skills, increase perspective taking skills as well as increase executive functions.  Further, the teaching ideas will be discussed in terms of their usefulness for Tier One or Tier Two interventions for districts building a Response to Intervention (RTI) framework.   This workshop focuses on teaching strategies most appropriate for learners from kindergarten through 8th grade. 

Biography: Jill Kuzma, M.A., CCC-SLP, is a Speech-Language Pathologist whose scope of research and practice spans fourteen years working exclusively with individuals on the autism spectrum, specializing in the areas of social cognition, social interaction skills, emotion awareness and management, reducing anxiety, organization, and receptive and expressive language skills.  Jill is employed full time with the Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan school district (ISD 196) as a Speech-Language Pathologist and Social Skill Teacher.  Jill speaks to audiences of educators and parents across the country, known for her energetic presentation style with a primary focus on specific strategies and immediately usable techniques with learners.  Credentials: Bachelor of Arts in Communications, University of Minnesota-Minneapolis; Master of Arts in Communicative Disorders, University of Wisconsin-River Falls.

Improving Behavior, Relationships & Motivation:  Solution-Focused Schools
Doug Anderson

Teachers and school staff are increasingly realizing the benefits of Solution-Focused approaches in schools and classrooms. These research-supported strategies emphasize student engagement, student goal setting, and a focus on solutions, strengths and exceptions to the problem instead of deficits.  Solution-Focused approaches are time-efficient and support what you are already doing that works.  Teachers and staff utilizing solution-focused approaches frequently see significant changes in student engagement and motivation, improved behavior, decreases in conflicts and stress, and enhanced relationships with students, staff and parents.
Objectives:
1. Understand the principles and benefits of Solution-Focused Schools strategies
2. Develop specific skills to improve student behavior and improve relationships, engagement and motivation of students, staff and parents
3. Plan the next steps in implementing these concepts in your school

Effectively Responding to Behavior Problems:  
Solution-Focused Discipline in PBIS (or non-PBIS) Schools
Doug Anderson

The manner in which school discipline or compliance problems are handled has a significant impact on students’ outcomes and students’ future relationships with school staff.  This training will present effective Solution-Focused approaches for intervening with students following compliance or behavioral infractions. These research-supported strategies emphasize student engagement in the change process and a focus on solutions, strengths and exceptions to the problem instead of deficits.  Solution-Focused discipline approaches are effective, time-efficient and support positive relationships with students and parents.  
Objectives:
* Understand the principles and benefits of Solution-Focused Discipline strategies 
*  Develop specific and practical skills for responding to discipline and compliance problems
*  Plan the next steps in implementing these concepts in your school

Biography: Doug Anderson, Ph.D., is a dynamic speaker, consultant, licensed psychologist and practicing school psychologist.  Doug provides training, consultation and coaching in Solution-Focused and Strength-Based approaches in schools, PBIS, and strategies for improving behavior, relationships and motivation.  Doug leads trainings nationally and internationally and has taught graduate level courses for the University of Minnesota, University of MN Rochester Center, and Augsburg College. Doug has significant experience in public, private and charter elementary, middle and high schools.  Doug can be contacted at DougAnderson@SolutionsAndStrengths.com 

An Overview of How the New SLD Technical Manual
Impacts the School Psychologist’s Role
Amy Mahlke and Vicki Weinberg

In this two part session you will become familiar with the state guidance on integrating data across sources, experts, and time for the purposes of designing services that promote access and progress in the general curriculum.
         In the first session you will learn the rationale and method for evolving the problem statement through recursive problem solving cycles into a PLAAFP.  You will also learn how to use existing data to address new exclusionary criteria. 
         The second session will guide you through incorporating data collected during both intervention and evaluation into recognizing performance patterns in achievement and basic psychological processes useful for designing intensive instruction, accommodation, assistive technology, etc. 

Biography: Vicki Weinberg is currently an Education Specialist at MDE working in the areas of RtI and Specific Learning Disabilities. She has been a Special Education teacher for nineteen years, having served in residential treatment, co-taught in regular classrooms, instructed pre-service teachers, and designed prevention intervention programs for a community based organization.   Amy Mahlke received her Ph.D. in Educational Psychology/Special Education at the University of Minnesota. She is licensed and has taught in special education in the areas of SLD and MMMI for 20+ years prior to beginning to work for Hiawatha Valley Education District first as an Instructional Coach and currently as a Special Education Coordinator.  She has also worked extensively with the Minnesota Department of Education on the SLD Leadership Team, the RTI Task Force and the SLD Criteria Committee. Amy is co-author of the new state SLD Manual and is a state level trainer for the manual. 

Friday, February 3, 2012

Keynote

Advocating for the Emotional Well-Being of our Nation's Youth
Philip J. Lazarus

This keynote address will focus on how professionals can best advocate for the emotional well-being of our nation's youth. According to the Surgeon General’s Report on Mental Illness, one out of every five children in the United States suffers from a mental or addictive disorder that impairs his or her ability to succeed in school and levels of anxiety and depression have increased dramatically in children. However, there are evidence-based approaches (e.g., social-emotional learning) and policies (e.g., anti-bullying) that schools can use to foster the mental health of children and these will be highlighted in this keynote.

Biography: Philip J. Lazarus, Ph.D., is the current President of the National Association of School Psychologists and an Associate Professor and Director of the School Psychology Training Program at Florida International University. He is a licensed school psychologist and licensed psychologist in Florida.  Dr. Lazarus is the co-editor of the texts, Psychoeducational Evaluation of Children and Adolescents with Low-Incidence Handicaps and Best Practices in School Crisis Prevention and Intervention.  He has written more than ten book chapters and over three-dozen scholarly articles.  Dr. Lazarus has served as the President of the Florida Association of School Psychologists (FASP), founder and Vice President of FASP Children’s Services Fund, Chairperson of the Florida Council of Trainers and Supervisors, founder and Chairperson of the Florida Board of Examiners in School Psychology. He is the founder of the Florida Emergency Assistance Team of FASP and has responded to Hurricanes Andrew, Charley, Frances, and Ivan. He is also a founder of Camp Kadima, a camp for physically and mentally challenged youth that now serves more than 75 youngsters.  Dr. Lazarus is a founder and Past-Chairperson of the NASP National Emergency Assistance Team which has provided direct crisis assistance in the aftermath of tragic school shootings, natural disasters and acts of terrorism.  He led the NASP crisis response in Mississippi and Louisiana in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  Dr. Lazarus has also maintained a private practice for 25 years.  He specializes in working with children, adolescents and families.  He also consults with schools, law firms and businesses.  Dr. Lazarus has been interviewed by many national media sources regarding anxiety and depression in children, responding to natural disasters, coping with trauma following school shootings, bullying in schools, threat assessment, and identifying troubled students. Dr. Lazarus is the recipient of numerous awards for his contribution to the profession.  

Breakout Sessions

Cyberbullying: Preventing and Responding to Digital Assault
Philip J. Lazarus

This presentation will focus on how school psychologists, educators and allied professionals can best prevent and respond to cyberbullying. This may be defined as the willful and repeated harassment of a person through the use of digital technologies and may include flaming, harassment, denigration, impersonation, sexting, outing, trickery, exclusion and cyberstalking. This presentation will focus on warning signs, cyberbullying profiles, and psychological effects. Discussion will revolve around what students, parents and schools can do in the areas of prevention, supervision, communication, education, documentation and reporting. A model bullying prevention act that states can use will be presented.  

Goal: At the end of this presentation participants will have the knowledge to be able to design a presentation for parents and educators on the impact of cyberbullying on children and what they can do to prevent and respond to it. 

Objectives:
1. Participant will be able to describe the types of cyberbullying, warning signs, cyberbullying profiles and psychological effects of cyberbullying.
2. Participants will be able to discuss strategies that they can use to help students, educators, and parents prevent and respond to digital assault. 
3. Participants will be able to describe the components of a model bullying prevention act.

Children’s Depression Inventory 2 (CDI 2): Introduction and Application
Danielle Politi

[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]During this presentation, participants will be introduced to the Children’s Depression Inventory 2 (CDI 2) and its utility as an effective assessment tool in data-based decision making.  An overview of childhood depression will be presented.  Scale development and key psychometric properties will be highlighted.  Review will be made of content, administration, scoring options and interpretation of the CDI 2.  A relevant school-based case study will be applied to the recommended four-step interpretation process in order for the participants to feel confident in using the CDI 2. 

Objectives

By the conclusion of this presentation, participants will have acquired the following practical skills that can be directly applied in the educational setting:

1. Knowledge of the CDI 2 and the essential features
2. Confidence in the psychometric properties of the CDI 2
3. Experience in interpretation of the CDI 2 through the application of a case-study to the recommended four-step interpretation process
4. Familiarity with CDI 2 administration and scoring options
5. Application of the CDI 2 results in data-based decision making and intervention planning

Biography:  Danielle M. Politi, Psy.D., NCSP - Dr. Politi is a National Certified School Psychologist working as a Clinical and Educational Assessment Consultant for Multi Health Systems (MHS).  MHS is a leading developer and publisher of gold standard psychological assessments such as the Conners Rating Scales, Autism Spectrum Rating Scales, and the Children’s Depression Inventory.  Prior to joining MHS, Dr. Politi worked at both the state and local levels as a School Psychologist in New Jersey.  

The Smart Psychologist’s Guide to Dressing for Crisis
Martha Rosen

The Smart Psychologist’s Guide to Dressing for Crisis will actually give you a great deal of serious information about best practices in school-based crisis recovery.  You will learn the easy way (while attending a conference) and what the presenter learned the hard way (by responding to real-life crises in an urban school system). 

Objectives:
1. Participants will be introduced to best practices in school-based planning around crisis        prevention, management, and recovery.
2. Participants will be aware of resources for in-depth training related to pre-crisis planning and post-crisis response and recovery.
3. Participants will understand the importance and the pitfalls of working with community agencies to plan for and respond to crises.

Biography:  Martha Rosen has been the Manager of Psychological Services in Minneapolis Public Schools for the past 8 years.  She has a doctorate in school psychology from the University of Minnesota and interned with the Cannon Valley Special Education Co-operative. In the past, much of her professional focus was on working with children who have low incidence disabilities.   Her current job has, unfortunately, required her to learn a great deal about crisis recovery.

School Readiness from a Developmental Perspective
K.R. Duffy

The goal that all children enter school ready to learn is endorsed widely by the early childhood community. Given that learning begins at birth, consider the possibility of exploring school readiness from a developmental perspective. This session will look at social emotional development as the foundation for learning and provide a context in which all school readiness can be framed.
What systems contribute to school readiness and how do presentations of families, schools, and communities combine to create a culture of individual children ready to learn? While there is no universally accepted definition of school readiness, most descriptions include common themes, and yet controversy exists regarding the specific markers utilized to measure this construct. What are the core components utilized to evaluate child specific school readiness? How do these key identifiers differ when viewed from the perspective of families, teachers, and administrators?
Given that learning begins at birth, by the time children enter school they have already been engaged in building the skills and abilities that will support their success in school. Drawing from the work of the National Scientific Council on the Developing Child, an initiative of the Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University, and the resources from Center on the Social Emotional Foundations for Early Learning at Vanderbilt University, this session will explore the possibility of considering school readiness from a developmental perspective. What do we know about brain development and the impact of the environment, and specifically the relationships a child has in those settings, on that process? How does that research inform understanding of the more traditional domain-based view of child development? As the area of social emotional development has been identified as the foundation for future learning, new frameworks are needed in order to view school readiness.
What are the implications for addressing school readiness from a developmental perspective? What changes might that suggest both in terms of classroom management and administrative procedures? What practices are already happening that align with this model? What resources already exist to support this type of framework? Workshop participants will begin to think about what resources exist in their classroom, schools, and districts that might support this method of viewing school readiness. They also will share ideas of what this might mean in individual classrooms and develop strategies that can be immediately implemented. The session will conclude with a brief discussion of the types of assessment tools that are available to begin this type of child- specific evaluation of school readiness.
Biography:  In the role of National Clinical Measurement Consultant at Riverside Publishing, the assessment division of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company, Katee collaborates with state agencies, departments of education, school districts, and private agencies and organizations to provide resources, consultation, training, and technical assistance within the clinical and special needs portfolio. Clinically trained as a psychotherapist, specializing in early childhood, Katee has twenty years’ experience partnering with children and families in the fields of health and human services, counseling and social services, and early care and education. Katee holds certifications from the National Board of Certified Counselors and the Massachusetts State Departments of Public Health and Early Education and Care. Her professional interests include early childhood, mental health, adoption, early literacy, children's literature, assessment, and psychometrics.

Executive Functions in Children: Concepts, Assessment, and Intervention
Steven Guy

The Behavior Rating Inventory of Executive Function™ (BRIEF™) by Gerard A. Gioia, Ph.D., Peter K. Isquith, Ph.D., Steven C. Guy, Ph.D., and Lauren Kenworthy, Ph.D., is designed to assess executive functioning of children ages 5-18 years in the home and school environments.
This workshop will focus on developing a working understanding of the concepts, assessment methods, and intervention approaches for the inclusion of an executive function model in everyday practice. The purpose of this workshop is to assist the psychologist in conceptualizing and assessing the self-regulatory aspects of children’s and adolescents’ functioning, and in developing interventions based on an executive function model. This important set of self-regulatory functions plays a substantial role in development and is central to most other domains of functioning (e.g., attention, language, motor, etc.) with impact in the learning, social, behavioral and emotional domains. Topics will include functional definitions and underlying concepts, components of the developing multi-domain executive system, methods of assessment, executive contributions or characteristics of disorders, and guidelines for developing appropriate interventions. 
Objectives:
1. Define executive functions in general, understand the relationships among subdomains or components of the executive system, and discuss relevant concepts as they affect learning, social, emotional, and behavioral functioning.
2. View executive functions within a developmental framework, considering both the intrinsic maturation of the child as well as the changing environmental conditions and expectations that place greater demands on executive functioning.
3. Describe some assessment methods available to measure, qualitatively and quantitatively, the child’s profile of executive function.
4. Be able to generate intervention methods based on a working model of executive function.

Biography:  Dr. Steven C. Guy is a pediatric neuropsychologist in private practice in Columbus, Ohio, and works with children and adolescents with a wide variety of developmental and acquired conditions.  He completed his undergraduate work at Judson College in Elgin, Illinois, and his graduate work at DePaul University in Chicago, Illinois.  Dr. Guy completed his internship at Children’s Hospital in Columbus, Ohio, and a two-year postdoctoral fellowship in neuropsychology at Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland.  He has worked in both inpatient and outpatient hospital settings as well as in private practice in the Baltimore/Washington, DC, area.  He has held positions of clinical instructor at both The Ohio State University and in the Division of Pediatric Neurology/Department of Pediatrics at the University of Maryland Medical Center.  Dr. Guy has completed research in the area of lead poisoning, the effects of chronic illness on family functioning, memory abilities, learning disabilities and in the area of executive/regulatory functioning.  He is also one of the co-authors of the Behavior Rating Inventory of Executive Function (BRIEF Parent, teacher and Self-report).  His current research interests include learning disabilities and pervasive developmental disorders and he is continuing his research developing methods designed to assist in the assessment of executive function.   
Academic Interventions for RTI: Without the I, the R Won't Happen
Matthew Burns

This interactive presentation will discuss reading and math small-group (Tier 2) and individual (Tier 3) interventions within an RTI system. We will also discuss different types of data to determine which intervention would be most appropriate. 
 
Biography:  Matthew Burns is a Professor of Educational Psychology, Coordinator of the School Psychology program, and Co-Director of the Minnesota Center for Reading Research at the University of Minnesota.  Dr. Burns has published over 100 articles and book chapters in national publications, and has co-authored or co-edited several books including Response to Intervention Implementation in Elementary and Secondary Schools: Procedures to Assure Scientific-based Practices (2nd edition), and Advanced RTI Applications: Intervention Design and Implementation. He is also the Editor of School Psychology Review and past Editor of Assessment for Effective Intervention.

Using the Children’s Psychological Processes Scale (CPPS) 
to Evaluate Children with Learning Problems
Milton Dehn
The recently published Children’s Psychological Processes Scale (CPPS) is an Internet, web-based teacher rating scale designed to identify psychological processing deficits in children who are referred for a Learning Disabilities (LD) evaluation. The CPPS, which produces scores on 11 psychological processes that are highly correlated with academic learning, has been shown to accurately differentiate between LD and non-LD students. This presentation will review the development, technical properties, and recommended uses of the CPPS, followed by a review of recommendations for conducting a selective, cross-battery psychological processing assessment using cognitive scales.  
Objectives:
1. Participants will describe the development, technical properties, and recommended uses of the CPPS.
2. Participants will describe a selective, cross-battery approach to assessing psychological processes.

Biography:  Dr. Milton J. Dehn is an internationally-recognized speaker on cognitive processing assessment, working memory, and children’s memory impairments. Dr. Dehn’s career has included university teaching in a graduate school psychology program and practicing school psychology in schools and in a private practice. Dr. Dehn is the co-founder and program director of Schoolhouse Tutoring, an agency that provides tutoring, remedial instruction, and memory interventions for children with learning and memory problems. He is the author of the Children’s Psychological Processes Scale, Essentials of Processing Assessment, Working Memory and Academic Learning, Helping Students Remember, and Long-Term Memory Problems in Children and Adolescents.

Student and Intern Session
Facilitated by: Rachel Youngblom, MSPA Student Rep, MSU, Mankato, 
and Dan Hyson, MSPA President

This session is intended for students and interns.  An introduction to MSPA will be provided, including a description of the organizational goals and structure, benefits of membership, and continuing education, practice and advocacy resources available through the organization.  Facilitators will lead a discussion with participants regarding how MSPA could continue to improve the ways in which it meets the needs of students/interns, how they can best access information about finding an internship/job and getting licensed in Minnesota, and any other questions of interest to attendees.  Other MSPA Board members may be invited to attend the session as needed to address any anticipated questions in their area of expertise. 

Face Blindness: A Disorder We've (Often) Been Missing
Sherryse Corrow
Developmental Prosopagnosia, or "Face Blindness," is a neurological disorder that affects a child's ability to remember and correctly identify familiar faces. Children with Face Blindness struggle to develop and maintain friendships, and often become socially isolated, especially in classroom settings.  Recent reports suggest that this disorder affects approximately 2% of the population.  Face Blindness, due to its recent discovery, it is not widely recognized in children throughout the scientific, medical, clinical, or educational domains.  For example, in a pilot study investigating knowledge of this disorder in the special education system, zero of eight special education administrators interviewed knew about the disorder and only one had ever heard of the term “Face Blindness.”  Due to lack of information available, this disorder may easily go unnoticed or misdiagnosed as Asperger's Syndrome.  

Goal: At the end of this presentation, participants should be equipped to identify Face Blindness in children.  Furthermore, participants will leave with an idea of how to address the needs of these children in a classroom setting. 

Objectives:
1. Participants will be able to describe Face Blindness and what it would look like in a child. 
2. Participants will be able to use the information provided to identify children who may be Face Blind. 
3. Participants will be able to discuss strategies that could help a child with Face Blindness cope in an academic setting. 

Biography:  Sherryse received her undergraduate degree in Psychology from Minnesota State University, Moorhead.  In 2011, she received her Master’s Degree in Child Psychology from the University of Minnesota’s Institute of Child Development.  She is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in Child Psychology at the University of Minnesota with anticipation of graduating in May 2013.  Sherryse is interested in the development of visual processes both in infancy and childhood.  Her main area of research investigates the development of face recognition in children and a neurological disorder, Face Blindness. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]University Trainers Session
Facilitated by: Kevin Filter, MSPA President-Elect and Associate Professor, MSU, Mankato

School psychology trainers from Minnesota and nearby states will discuss current training issues and ways to support quality school psychology practice in Minnesota. Other conference attendees are encouraged to attend and introduce topics for the trainers to consider.


