Minnesota School Psychologists Association
2008 Midwinter Conference
Discussion Panel: Data-Based Decision-Making
Monday, March 3, 10:30-12

FACILITATOR: Dan Hyson, Data Management Coordinator, Hiawatha Valley
Education District (HVED), MSPA Executive Board members (dan.hyson@hved.orq)

PANEL MEMBERS:

1. Chris Balow - Assessment and Evaluation Coordinator, Stillwater Area Public
Schools (balowc@stillwater.k12.mn.us)

2. Dave Heistad — Executive Director, Research, Evaluation and Assessment,
Minneapolis Public Schools (dheistad@mpls.k12.mn.us)

3. Ben Silberglitt — Manager of Data Services, TIES
(benjamin.silberglitt@ties.k12.mn.us)

4. Rick Spicuzza — Director of Research, Evaluation and Assessment, South
Washington County Schools (rspicuzz@sowashco.k12.mn.us)

AGENDA:
1. Welcome - Facilitator

2. Panel member introductions, explanations of backgrounds, roles in data-based
decision-making

3. Facilitator questions to panel

a. What is “data-based decision-making” and what do you see as the role of a
school psychologist in a school or district’s transition to it?

b. What part has the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) played in the
evolution of data-based decision-making over the past several years?


mailto:dan.hyson@hved.org
mailto:balowc@stillwater.k12.mn.us
mailto:dheistad@mpls.k12.mn.us
mailto:benjamin.silberglitt@ties.k12.mn.us
mailto:rspicuzz@sowashco.k12.mn.us

c. What challenges might a district experience as it attempts to transition to
more effective data-based decision-making? What tips would you offer to
help districts meet these challenges?

d. How do you get district staff to buy into increased data-based decision-
making?

4. Audience questions to panel

5. Summary and concluding comments — Facilitator and panel



